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“Des Convois Auxiliares.” 
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Allons, enfants de la Patrie, 

Le jour de gloire est arrivd. 

Contre nous de la tyrannic 
L’dtendard sanglant est levd. 

Entendez vous dans les campagnes 
Mugir ces fdroces soldats? 

Ils viennent jusque dans nos bras 
Egorger vos fils, vos compagnes! 

Aux armes, citoyens! Formez vos bataillons. • 
Marcbons, marchons, qu’un sang impur abreuve: 
sillons. 

Que veut cette liorde d’esclaves, 

De traitres, de rois conjures? 

Pour qui ces ignobles entraves 
Ces fers des longtemps prepares? 

Frangais! pour nous, ah! quel outrage! 
Quels transports il doit exciter! 

C’est nous qu’on ose mediter 
De rendre a l’antique esclavage! 


Quoi! des cohortes dtrangdres 
Feraient la loi dans nos foyers? 

Quoi! ces phalanges mercenaires 
Terrasseraient nos fiers guerriers! 
Grand Dieu! par des mains enchaindes 
Nos fronts sous le joug se ploieraient 
De vils despots deviendraient 
Les maitres de nos destindes 


Tremblez, tyrans, et vous perfides, 
L'opprobre de tous les partis. 
Tremblez! vos projets parricides 
Vont enfin recevoir leur prix. 

Tout est soldat pour vous combattre. 
. S’ils tombent, nos jeunes heros, 

La terre en produit de nouveaux 
Contre vous tout prets h se battre. 


Frangais, en guerriers magnanimes, 
Portez ou retenez vos coups. 
Epargnez ces tristes victimes 
A regret s’armant contre vous. 
Mais le despot sanguinaire, 

Mais les complices de Bouille, 

Tous ces tigres qui sans pitid 
Dechirent le sein de leur mdre. 


Amour sacrd de la Patrie, 

Conduis, soutiens nos bras vengeurs. 
Libertd, libertd cbdrie, 

Combats avec tes ddfenseurs. 

Sous nos drapeaux, que la Victoire 
Accoure h tes males accents, 

Que tes ennemis expirants 
Voient ton triomphe et notre gloire! 
Aux armes, etc. 
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French Surgical Flotillas 


TME NEED 

The renewed activity this autumn on the Western Front had emphasized the need of that 
most effective care of the wounded afforded by the new motor formations or flotillas known in France 
as “les convois auxiliaries” having the sanction and support of the French War Office, and organized 
through the Secours aux Blesses Militaires of the French Bed Cross. 

To meet this need the Vacation War Belief Committee some time since organized a sub¬ 
committee and named it the Flotilla Committee. 

Through the efforts of the Flotilla Committee, funds have been collected and remitted to 
France for two formations or fleets of five cars each, one having been given by Mrs. Daniel Guggen¬ 
heim, and the'Committee has in hand almost funds enough for a third. 

Great as has been this need, those who should know, feel that the needs of the past are to be 
vastly transcended in the Spfing when the forces in presence of one another shall line up for a 
mightier effort than any that has gone before. And, should one line or the other give away and the 
armies become more mobile, these light formations will b.e come more important than ever. 

One Flotilla cares for a whole Army Division of 15,000 men in action. The French Army 
alone counts more than 100 Divisions and the number of these formations is as yet but few. 

Edith Wharton, who has given much attention to this subject, writes: 

“My visits to second-line ambulances have shown me the urgent necessity of put¬ 
ting at once in to the field as many as possible of these light and economical detachments, 
which are the result of nearly a year’s experience in the use of motors at the front. Nothing 
else can help in the same degree to mitigate the awful sufferings on the fighting line. The 
hospitals near the front are installed either in farm houses or in earth huts built in the 
trenches, and heating and lighting are of the most primitive. Operations are often performed 
at night by candle light, and the arrangements for sterilizing and washing, where they exist, 
are mere make-shifts.” 


DESCRIPTION OF FOIl.lIATIO.XS 

Each formation or fleet is composed of five small light motors, especially adapted for travel¬ 
ing on narrow and rough country roads, and therefore able to reach points near the lines not accessi¬ 
ble to the larger and heavier hospital motors already in use. 

The fleet full equipped costs about $12,000 and is thus composed: 

One car carries the parts of a portable operating room, requiring only two hours to set up. 

Another, a powerful electric lighting and heating installation. 

A third car carries a laundry outfit capable of handling 600 pounds of soiled linen at a time. 

The fourth is the drying van. 

The fifth carries the installation for douches, disinfection, destruction of vermin, sterilizing of 
dri nkin g water, shelter tanks, etc. Eighty men can be douched at a time. 

Only three hours are required to set up these installations in a state to render efficient hos¬ 
pital service to a whole army division. 

A radioscope machine can be added for a few hundred dollars, and these should be sent from 
here, as there is a great lack of these machines in France. 

These formations are auxiliary to the ambulances which actually convey the wounded and 
of which there mqy be ten or twenty with each formation. 

MILITARY SANCTION AND SUPPORT 

The Military Authorities grant these formations a military status, and military chauffeurs 
are furnished by the French Army. The proper working of the cars is thus assured. 

A cable received from the French War Office shows at once the official view of the import 
ance of this work and an appreciation of the kindness of those who have hitherto helped to forward it 








This benefit performance, to which so many great artists are contributing their talent in 
a spirit of patriotism and philanthropy, has been organized to carry forward the work thus auspic¬ 
iously begun. 

We believe that there is no other form of relief work which is more direct and effective than 
this, as it has the support of the French War Office and carries the assurance of saving many lives at 
a small expense. 

The Flotilla Committe will continue its efforts to aid this cause throughout the winter. 

The formations already given will bear the name of the Vacation War Belief Committee, 

It S. A. 

Single cars or formations contributed through us may bear the name of th& donors or such 
designations as the donors may direct. 

Slight as this help may be in proportion to the great need, it cannot be doubted that such out¬ 
ward and visible signs of American sympathy as will be borne to the Army and People of France by 
these motor cars in their work of mercy will cement more closely than ever the good relations of two 
countries that have maintained an unbroken friendship for more than a century. 

Contributions may be sent to Miss Robinson Smith, at 38 West 39th Street, New York City. 


Through His Excellency the French Ambassador the following cable fromjhe French Min¬ 
istry of War has been transmitted to Miss Robinson Smith, Chairman of the Flotilla Committee. 

“Mademoiselle, 

“L’Ambassadeur de France aux Etats-Unis m’informe du magnifique succes de la souscrip- 
tion ouverte par le Vacation War Belief Committee eu vue d’ offirir a l’armee frangaisj trois sections 
d’automobiles legeres de cinq voitures chacune, destinees h faciliter les soins immediate aux blesses 
sur la ligne de combat. 

“J’ai l’honneur de vous prier d’agreer a cette occasion et de transmettre tous les adherents du 
Vacation War Relief Committee l’expression de mes plus vifs remerciements pour cette genereuse 
cooperation dans laquelle nous sommes heureux de voir un nouveau temoigange des sympathies Ameri- 
caines a l’egard de la France. 

“Agreez. Mademoiselle, l'hommage de mon respect. 

“(Signd) Godart.” 


The following letter has just been received from the Countesse dHaussonville of the Se- 
cours omx Blesses Militaires. 

Dear Miss Robinson Smith: 

J’ai su par Mrs. Wharton votre si grande gendrositd. Merci du fond du coeur dg nous aider 
ainsi a faire construire des voitures de radiographie, de douches, de transport de malades; vous ne 
pouviez nous rendre un plus grand service. 

Le besoin de ces precieux moyens de secours complets et rapides se fait plus pressant chaque 
jour. Tant de blesses leur doivent d6jh la vie! 

Vous savez done que e’est avec une joie profonde que je verrai augmenter le nombre de ces 
voitures et toute ma vive reconnaissance pour ce que vous faites, avec tant de bonts, pour nos chers 
soldats! 


Veuillez, je vous prie, croire a mes meilleurs sentiments. 
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This letter has just been received by Miss Robinson Smith from Maurice Renaud, the famous baritone 
who is now fighting in the trenches. Were he in this country he would have been among the first to 
offer to sing at this benefit—instead he has Sent this message to the New York public expressing his 
appreciation of what they are doing to help his comrades on the firing line. 
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The Vacation Association Inc., 

38 West 39th Street 
New York 

The Vacation Association is an integral part of the Woman’s Department of the National Civic 
Federation. Formed to further the vacational and recreational resources for girls in New York 
City, it also works in the closest co-operation with employers. The whole organization is essentially 
- democratic in spirit and ideal. The recognition and development of leadership is its watchword; 
the work is done by women, representing many different groups in the community. Through its 
countless activities, and-through its system of holding small savings for its members, the Association 
represents the social and economic interest of some fifteen thousand wage-earning women and girls. 

The standard and aim of the Association is to establish an organization which shall-be 
financially as solid as a 1 trust company, but elastic in its immediate response to any social need of 
its members. 

The Vacation Committee, which has been incorporated as the Vacation Association, was organ¬ 
ized four years ago for the'purpose of heping self-supporting girls to lay aside small sums of money 
for their vacations. In order to remove all financial anxiety from the Committee, a guarantee fund 
of $5,000.00 was raised for three years. The organization was successful from the start and as girl 
after girl became a depositor and the work developed along other lines, the expenses increased, but 
the guarantee fund remained the same. Therefore further financial support had to be secured. 

In the fall of 1913 three houses were fentecland a fourth was added in May, 1915. Three were 
altered into Lodging Houses and the remaining house became the Vacation Headquarters. This 
with the exception of one floor reserved for officers is turned over to the social work of the organization. 

Here there is a Restaurant where 700 girls daily come for their meals; Club Rooms, an Assembly 
Hall for meetings, classes, lectures and dances. The rent for these four houses was most generously 
guaranteed for three, and five years by three women. Extra subscriptions had to be raised for this 
development. By the end of a few months the Restaurant and the Lodging Houses were self-supporting 
and the profit realized from them carries the Headquarters. 

Many classes are held every evening at the Headquarters, entertainments of all kinds are given 
by the girls themselves, who have now formed a self-governing committee for all matters pertaining 
to the social side of life at the Headquarters. 

When the war broke out our responsibili¬ 
ties were doubled, for many of our 10,000 
active depositors in August, 1914, suddenly 
lost their positions and looked to us for help. 
On September 1st, therefore, just twenty-seven 
days after the war had been declared, the 
Vacation Committee opened a Free Employ¬ 
ment Bureau. As it was found that many of 
these girls who had previously earned good 
wages and were in no way charity cases, had 
been made practically destitute, it was further 
decided to open temporary work rooms where 
a tide-over wage of 75 cents a day could be paid 
and garments made for the European Emer¬ 
gency Hospitals and War Refugees. 

































Vacation Association, Inc. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



ADVISORY committee 


Mr. George Barr Baker 
Mr. John D. Crimmins 
Monseigneur Lavelle 


Mr. Ralph Pulitzer 
Mr. Louis Stewart 
Mr. Arthur Williams 


Vacation War Relief Committee 















































































